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BIKEU 
COLLEGES AROUND THE COUNTRY ARE GREENING THEIR CAMPUSES BY GETTING MORE 
STUDENTS ON BICYCLES. BY LAUREN SANDERS 

DAVID JOYCE, THE PRESIDENT OF WISCONSIN'S RIPON COLLEGE, JOKES 
that he builds bikes in h is basement because it keeps him out of bars. Not surpris­

ingly. Joyce's progressive approach to his school's lack of parking spaces is also a 

resu lt of h is passion fOTcyd ing. Joyce is a founder of the Ripon College Velorution, 

a program that will kickoff this fall: Incoming freshmen who sign a pledge promis­

ing not to bring a car to campus will be rewarded with a helmet. a bike lock, lights 

and a Trek 820 mountain bike-all of which will be theirs to keep. 

"This year, for the first time, we ran out of student parking: Joyce says. Ripon 

looked to ot her schools that were facing the same problem. but found that their 

solutions were all punitivt in nature- prohibiting freslllll<:n (,QIlI b,.ingiug ~d'S tu 

school, for example, That d idn't work for Joyce. 'We wante-d to encourage rather 

than discourage: he says. 'We thought, wouldn't it becool just to give each student 

a bike?" Joyce raised enough money to purchase .111167 of Trek's remaining 2007 

820s, ata Significant discount, from local bike shop Fond du Lac/Oshkosh Cydery; 

Planet Bike, in Madison, donated Beamer 1 light sets. 

In addition to keeping cars off campus, Velorution has been a catalyst for ot1-.er 

initiatives with a gwl of "keeping the core of campus green and beautiful: Joyce 

says. Parking lots are being relocated to the outskirts of the school property a:ld 
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portions of two roads that cut through the center of ca.mpus will be I August 2007. The endl'avor's slogan: 'Why oot?"-as in, why not 

dosed and replaced with a pedestrian piau. Of course, JOyt:e knows 

the proJect's success isn't a given: "There are about 40,000 reuons it 
shouldn't work: he says. 

Short history lesson: Colleges and cities have tried for years to 

promote biking instead of driving, most notably by implementing 

bike? Emory has partnered with FUJi Bicycles as the pilot program 

for the company'$ Fuji University. which is aimed at providing as­
sistance to colleges .md universItIes that wish to encourage and pro­

mote sustainabihty. Through bike.emory.edu. registered students, 

faculty and staff can purchast FUji bikeS-Including the! Palis:lde 

SCHOOLS ARE GIVING STUDENTS THE MEANS TO 
CHOOSE TWO WHEELS OVER FOUR. 

1.0, available only through Bike Emory-at a dis­

count; t~ also r«eive a free helmet, lock and tail­

light. Emory has also equipped buildings with show­

ers, added bike racks to its free campus shuttle buses 

and offers cycling safety classes. 

lending programs, which allow riders to borrow bikes, by picking 

them upand dropping them off at various racks. But the bikes often 

end up stolen or abused, and the programs fiule. Ripon also faces 

the challenge of Wisconsin weather-the average high temperature 

in January is about 24 degrees. 
Ripon cycling coach Ric Damm, the protect's coordinator, says 

the school is dedicated to giving Velorution a chance, by evaluating 

bike-storage options, for example, and making certain the grounds 

crew understands the importance of clearing snow from bike paths. 

The owners of Fond du LadOshkosh Cyclery have agreed to come 

to campus regularly to offer maintenal'Ke workshops. "If we make it 

easy for students to rid ... : Damm says, "' believe they will do it." 
Nine hundred miles away in Atlanta, Emory University is ex­

panding its fledgling project, Bike Emory, whIch was in troduced in 

Breeding desire from ownership seems to be the goal of the Ripon 

and Emory programs. If students grow attached to their own bikes, 

as opposed. to loaners they have to return, they WIll become more 

comfortable at the bike's helm, more mterested in riding and more 

dedicated to the bike's upkeep Ins tead of fordngstudents to change 

their approaches toward biking and sustainability, the schools are 

giving students the means to choose two wheels over four. 

SomC'times, the opportunity to ride comes not from administra­

tors, but from alumni. Michael Zane, founder and former president 

of Kryptonite Locks, donated 96 commuter bicycles to his alma 

mater, Franklin & Marshall College, in Lancaster, Pennsylvania, 

last spring. "The college was good to me: Zane says, adding t hat it 

gave him finanCial aId and a scholarshLp. "' always thought that if 

! were successful, I wanted to give something hack." For Zane and 
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